Social Studies 8 Outline!
2013 -2014 – Lochiel U-Connect - Mr. Main 

Email: jmain@sd35.bc.ca
Class Website: mrmainsclassroom.weebly.com 
Course outline:  Here is a list of the key topics we will be learning about in each term (subject to change)
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Term 1 – 6 weeks (Sep. 30 – Nov. 7)
· Vikings
· Religion

· Franks

· Anglo-Saxons / Celts

· Feudal System

· William the Conqueror

· Medieval Life

· The Crusades

· Royal Power

· *Remembrance Day*
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Term 2 – 8 weeks (Dec. 2 – Feb. 6)
· Knighthood / Chivalry

· Hundred Years War

· Trade & Towns

· The Church

· Women in the Late Middle Ages

· Social Upheaval

· Renaissance

· Italy

· Family & Philosophy

· Great Artists / Scientists

· Northern Renaissance
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Term 3 – 8 weeks (Mar. 3 – May 8) 
· Europe sets sail

· Riches of Asia & the Silk Road

· Ship & Technology
· European Explorers

· Early China

· Culture

· Philosophy
Class Overview:

I am really excited to be teaching you Social Studies this year.  We will be talking about a lot of very interesting events, people and places from our past and present.  Notice that I wrote “We”, not “I” will be talking about, and that is because I am hoping that our class time will be filled with discussion, debate and collaborative learning.  That will only take place if everyone comes to class prepared and ready to participate.  

Each class will be hosted via the Blackboard Collaborate online classroom platform. Students can access the class online by going to the following URL:

https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=7345&password=M.E8CA1A804893D60EEBC5B314837F53
All students are expected to be logged-in by their scheduled class start time.

Textbook: “Pathways – Civilizations through Time” by Michael Cranny
Assessment:

In each term, you will be expected to keep summary notes from your assigned readings.  These are meant to help you in the study process for your EXAM.

In addition to the TERM EXAM, you will be expected to PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY in class, create BLOG RESPONSES to various questions that I will post on our class website.  There will also be one MAJOR PROJECT per term.

Here is the breakdown of how much each is worth as a percentage of your final grade:

PARTICIPATION:

20%

BLOG RESPONSES:

20%

MAJOR PROJECT:

30%

TERM EXAM:

30%

A good chunk of your mark this year will come from participating and answering the weekly blogs, so please come to class prepared to share what you have learned from the readings and make sure you don’t miss any assignments, as it will dramatically affect your overall grade for the term.

Let’s make it a great year!

Mr. Main
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